
University Voting Study

How Do Your Student Elections Stack Up?
Votenet’s recent survey of Higher Education Institutions revealed that more than 70% are using some sort of online voting for their student 
government elections, and that switching to online voting increased voter turnout more than 50%. Two-Year College respondents reported 
an average increase of 125%!

Key Survey Findings:
Almost 67% Conduct Elections Entirely Online, and another 
4.2% use a combination of paper ballots and online voting. 
Just over a quarter use only paper ballots. 

Online Promotions Are the Most Effective Ways to Increase 
Voter Turnout, with 87% saying social media worked well to 
motivate students to vote, and 80% listing email as an effective 
technique.

Methods to Increase Voter Turnout

An Average of Six Staff Members Spent Almost 40 
Hours Working on the Largest Election of the Year, 
and another 10 volunteers spent about 32 more hours. 
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Benefits from Switching to Online Voting

Paper Ballots Vs. Electronic Voting

The Average Voter Turnout was about 22% for the most recent 
student government election, and more than 60% said voter 
turnout seems to be increasing. Two-year institutions 
reported an average of just less than 20%, and several have 
noticed a stable or downward trend in voter turnout. 

Online Voting Saved Time and Money for institution staff and 
volunteers, and increased voter turnout, made voting more 
convenient for students and modernized the election process. 
100% of Two-Year Colleges Reported that Switching to Online 
Voting Saved Time.




